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D E F 

Defe'ctiveness. n. f [from defeffim. ] ^ alit; the ftate ot 

being imperfect; find tint Is* 

i he lownefi often opens the building m breadth, or the 
defedlivenen of fome other particular makes any fingie part 
appear in perfection* Add fen's Remarks on Itftiy. 

DEKE'NLEt n.f [defettfo^ Latin J 
x . Guard; proteflion ; fecurity. 

Rehoboam dwelt in Jerufalem* and built cities for dtfentt 
in Judah. 2 Chro. iL 5* 

flic Lord is your protection and ftrong ftay, a defence from 
heat* and a cover from the fun. tccluj xxxiv. 16. 

Be thou my fir on g rock for an houfe of defines to hive 
me* Pf xxxi. 2. 

Again ft all this there feems to be no defence^ but that of 
fupporting one l IhthlHhed form of doctrine and difcipline* Sw* 
2* Vindication 5 juiUhcaiion ; apology. 

Alexander beckoned with his hand, and would have made 
his defence unto the people. Atilt xix, 33- 

1 'he youthful prince 

With fcorn replied, and made this bold defense. Dry den. 

3. Prohibition : this is a fen lb merely French. 

Severe defences may be made againft wearing any linnen 
under a certain breadth. Temple* 

4J Refiilance. 

5. [In law. j The d fendanPs reply after declaration produced. 

6, [In fortification. J The part that flanks another work. 
Defenceless. adj. [from defence } 

1. Naked; unamud ; unguarded; not provided with defence; 
unprepared. 

Captain or colonel, or knight in arms, 

Wh of e chance o n t h 1 1 e t /, ft • ic . left d 00 rs n lay feize. 

If deed of honour did thee ever pie ate. 

Guard them, and him within protect from harms. Milton* 
A 1 v filter ts not fo difen edefs left 
As you imagine: flic has a hidden Irrength 
Which you remember not. Milton* 

Ah me ! that fear 

Comes thumb ring back with dreadful revolution 

On my defence If s head. Milton* s P nr a (life Lojh b. x, /. 815. 

On a Have d [farm'd, 

DefemeUfey and fubmitted to my rage, 

A bafe revenge is vengeance on mylelf. Dry el Don Sebqfl* 
%. Impotent; unable tomakc refiftance* 

Will fuch a multitude of men emplov 
Their ftrength againlt a weak dfencelfe boy ? M([f Ovid 
To DEFE^ND* v. a. [defevdoy Latin ; defendrs, French.^ 
i. To Hand in defence of ; to protect ; to fupport. 

There arofe, to defend H\ rad, Tola the fon of Puah. Judg. 
Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God : defend me 
from them that rife up againft me. * Pf lix. 1. 

Heav’n defend your ibuls, that you think 
I will your ferious and great bnfiiiefs leant. Shahfp. Otkilh. 
2* To vindicate; to uphold; to aflbrt ; to maintain. 

The queen on the throne, by Goffs afiiftance, is able to 
defend herfelf again ft all her majefty’s enemies and allies put 

together. Swiff $ Remarks on the Barrier Treaty* 

3. To fortify; to fecure* 

And here th acceik a gloomy grove d fends y 
And here tFT tirma \ 1 gable hike extends. Dry dens Mneis 

4. 1 o prohibit ; to forbid* [defendre^ French.] 

Where can you fay, in any manner, age, 

I hat ever God defended marriage? Chauctr. 

0 Ions ! like one of us, man is become 
To know both good and evil, fincc his tafte 

Of that defended fruit. Milton i Pavadfe Lofty K xi. L £6 
i he ufe of it is little praftifed, and in fome places 
defended by cuftoms or law s* Temple 

5. To maintain a place, or caufe, againft thofe that attack it. 

Defe sdaiue, adj. [ j rom deft end J 1 hat may be defended * 

Defendant* adj* [from defend*, Latin.] Defer.fi ve ; St for 
defence. 

Line and new repair our towns of war 

\ Vlttl mcn ot courage, and with means defendant, Shakefp. 
Defendant* n.f [from the adjeftive.] 

1. He that defends again ft afiailants. 

Thofe high towers, out of which the Romans rnwbt more 
conveniently fight with the defendants on the wall, thofe allb 
were broken by his engines. JVUkins's Math, . Mag. 

2* [In law.J i he per fon accufed or fued. 

1 his is the day appointed for die combat. 

And readv are th’ appellant and defendant. Shah. Henry V I. 

1 laintifr dog, and bear defendant. Hudibras 

Defe'ndsr. n.f [defenfir, Latin.] 

One that defends ; a champion, 

You have die power flill 
To bamfh your defenders, ’tii! at length 
» our ignorance deliver you. 

As moil abated captives, to fome nation 
1 hat won you without blows. Shakef rare's CorMamS- 
Uo ft thou not mourn our pow'r employ’d in vain, 
jVnd tlie defenders of our city flain ? ' Dry den. 


DEF 

2* Anafferter; a vindicator. - ^ . * 

Undoubtedly thare is no way fo effectual to betray the truth; 
as to procure it a weak defender. South S Sermons* 

3, [In law*] An advocate; one that defends another in a court 
of juftice* 

Dffensa'tive* n.f [from defence.] 

1. Guard; defence. 

A very unfafe dfenfative it is againft the fury of the Iion ? 
and furely no better than virginity, or blood royal, which 
Pliny doth place in cock-broth* Browtfs Vulgar Err our b Hi- 
If the blihop has no other defen atives but excommunica- 
tion, no other power but that of the keys, he may furrender 
up his paftoral ftaff. South's Sermons* 

2 . [In fu rgcry,] A bandage, plaifter, or the like, uic d to fecure 
a wound from outward violence* 

Defensible, adj. [from defence J That may he defended. 

A field. 

Which nothing but the found of HotfpuFs name, 

Did ieem to make defenjibie. Shahfpmris Henry IV. p, ii* 
They inuft make them fid ves defenfbL\ both agalnft the na- 
tives and asalnft il rangers. Bacon* x Advice to Vi liters. 

Having often lr:ard v’enice reprefented as one of the molt 
defenjtbk cities in the world, 1 informed myfclf in what its 
jflrength <- 1 n lifts * Add fen’s Remarks on Italy . 

2* JuftifTble; right; capable of vindication* 

I conceive it very dcfen JAe to dilarm an adverlary, and dif- 
able him from doing mi I chief. Collier. 

D K F E 'n s 1 1. * adj. [ defe ft If Fr. from defer de?ts, Lat! n . ] 

1* That ferves to defend ; proper for defence ; not off’enfive. 

Fie would not be [ u r uaded by danger to offer any offence, 
but only to lirand upon the bdl defer five gunrd he could Sidney. 

My unpreparednefs for war, tefrifies for me, that I am fet 
on the dcfmftve part. King Charles . 

Defenjivt arms lay by, as ufclcfs here, 

W here mafly balls the m-Ighbouring rocks do tear* Waller. 
2 . In a ftate or poll u re of defence. 

What flood, recoiled, 

Defenf ve fcarce, or with pale fear iurpriz'd, 

Flfa ignominious* Milton , 

Di feNsive. n* j, [i rom the adjective. J 
i * Safeguard* 

Wars preventive upon juft fears, are true defenjivety as 
well as cm actual mvalions* Bacons IPar with Spain, 

2. State of defence 

His majefty, not at all difmayed, refbjved to ftand upon 
the defenf ve only* Clarendon^ k viii. 

DefeNs iv el , , .:dv. [from dtfenfve ] In a dvfenfive manner* 
DefeNst* part, pajf [from defence f\ Defended. Ubfolete, 
Stout men o{ arms, and with their guide of power. 
Like \ rov s old town, ref* ft with Illion's towr. Fairfax ♦ 
To DEFE 1 G *. [from Mfferi Latin.] 1 

1 . 'To put oft ; to delay to a^f, 

H e will not long defer 
Fo vindicate the glory of his name 
A gain ft all competition, nor will lon^ 

Endure ic* Mi It on s Agony! e$ y L 473* 

Inure thyff If by times to the love and practice of yood 
^ 3 ; F, ^ s : f° r fh • ‘ rrt di-i defer qr to be acquiiinted with them. 
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r difpoicd to ihun. A Herb. 
i : :"r r ji or ;ce..rd to another^ opinion, 

‘Aoi*! . o.» iday. 

‘ + emis J d boon, the goddefs cries, 

Cc " , e lightning in the eyes. Pope's Odyjfey , b. i. 

this .1 m..tcvr to he deferred, till a more conve- 
of peace and leifure. 
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mem turn 


peace ana tenure. Swift. 

* T' refer to; to leave 10 another's judgment and deter- 


mination. 


I he commilEoners deferred the matter unto the carl of 
r.ouhumherland, who was the principal man of authority in 


Ba.oCi Henry VH; 


thofe parts, 

D l r i. k e x c e. ?n f [ defer £i7ce 7 F rench , ] 
t* Regard; refpeft. 

^ iigii could have excelled Varius in tragedv-> aud Horace in 


lyric 
neither. 


poetry, but out of deference to his friends he attempted 

He may be convinced that he is in an error, by obfemng 

tl o c peilons, for whole w.filom and good n els he has th* 

a -..t ef face, to be ot a contrary fentiment. Swift. 
2 * Com pi a da nee ; cond c feen lion * 

A natural roughnels makes a man uncomplaifant to others - 

•V‘ r " h ‘ !ot «*» Mpm , d 

3. Submifiion. Cocke. 

Moil oi our fellow- fubjafts arc guided either by the preiu^ 

u titti ^ 

V I N 1 • T J ’ l' rom d, f' rcm s "I defer e, i, dl i„ i Thatch 
ms up and down. J JUL, ‘<-J inatear- 


I he iigures of 

6 M 


pipes or concaves, through which 

founds 



